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RECOMMENDATION 


Approve the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with its transmittal and authorize 
the Director of LA Sanitation (LASAN) to enter into the proposed MOU between the City of Los 
Angeles (City) and Heal the Bay (HTB) for the Environmental Cleanup and Educational 
Awareness Program Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP). 


TRANSMITTALS 


1. Copy of the MOU between the LASAN and HTB for the SEP 
2. Copy of Draft Settlement Agreement between the City and the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (RWQCB) 


DISCUSSION 


The purpose of this MOU is to establish an agreement between LASAN and Heal the Bay to 
complete the requirements of a mandated Settlement Agreement between the City and RWQCB 
for the Environmental Cleanup and Educational Awareness Supplemental Environmental 
Project regarding violations at the Hyperion Water Reclamation Plant (HWRP) on September 
15, 2015, and between September 21 and November 1, 2015. 


The RWQCB determined that the City is liable for materials of sewage origin (MOSO) that 
washed up on Dockweiler Beach in 2015 and proposed a penalty. The City and RWQCB agreed 
to settle this matter for $2,262,249. As part of the settlement negotiations, the City expressed 
interest in allocating settlement monies toward Supplemental Environmental Projects (SEPs). 
The City and RWQCB agreed that 5096 of the penalty, or $1,131,124.50, be allocated to SEPs. 


The City proposes to contribute $210,124 of the $1,131,124.50 SEP amount to HTB as the 
Implementing Party (HTB) for the Citys plan to implement a Los Angeles city-wide 
Environmental Cleanup and Educational Awareness Program to improve water literacy among 
beach goers and water users that will increase public understanding of water as a valuable 
resource, understanding of the City’s wastewater and stormwater systems, and region-wide 
efforts to enhance integrated water management. 


This goal will be met by utilizing the capacity of local Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
and their memberships across the City to provide city residents with a better understanding of 
complex water issues. The City will accomplish this goal by conducting community clean-ups 
(both inland and coastal), educational presentations, and participating at community outreach 
events, such as festivals and resource fairs. HTB has agreed to lead the coordination with other 
local NGOs, and has performed in a similar capacity on past grant projects. 
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The City's proposal is inclusive of the various NGOs that are stakeholders in the Santa Monica 
Bay and surrounding areas and raises awareness about LASAN's/Hyperion's role in protecting 
the environment. The NGOs expected to participate are HTB, Tree People, LA Waterkeeper, 
Ballona Creek Renaissance, Friends of Ballona Wetlands, Surfrider South Bay Chapter, 
Audubon Society, Pacoima Beautiful, Korea Town Community Center, Clean San Pedro, Trust 
South LA, and Urban Semillas. 


These listed NGOs were selected based on their interest in protecting the beneficial uses of 
Santa Monica Bay, eliminating plastics pollution in the ocean, supporting green 
streets/stormwater capture, and their nexus to Santa Monica Bay via treatment of their 
wastewater at HWRP. 


Using trusted organizations will relay important water information to residents of the City. It will 
provide them the opportunity to see the pollution problems on City streets and its connection to 
the coast as well as the larger water story through introduction to City efforts like One Water and 
other region-wide water resiliency efforts. This will make for a smarter and more engaged civic- 
minded community. 


The City Council approved the Draft Settlement Agreement between the City and the Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) on January 30, 2018. 


MOU ADMINISTRATION 


The responsibility for administration of this MOU will be with the Hyperion Water Reclamation 
Plant of LASAN. 


APPROVAL AS TO FORM 


The MOU has been reviewed by Ms. Adena Hopenstand, Deputy City Attorney, of the City 
Attorney's Office and has been approved as to form. 


STATUS OF FINANCING 


There is no impact to the General Fund. Funding in the amount of $210,124 is available in the 
Sewer Operations and Maintenance Fund, Fund No. 760, Appropriation Unit No. 50NP82. 
Funds and Appropriations for future fiscal years are not yet identified and existing appropriations 
may change based on available cash balances. Therefore, Funds and Appropriations will be 
determined by the Director of Sanitation or designee. 


The contract contains a "Financial Liability Clause" that states that "the City's liability under this 
contract shall only be to the extent of the present City appropriation to fund the contract. 
However, if the City shall appropriate funds for any succeeding years, the City's liability shall be 
extended to the extent of such appropriation, subject to the terms and conditions of the 
contract." 
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2 





APPROVED AS TO FUNDS: 





sil 
YA e . Vip ing? fb 
-< +” Office of Accounting Pv 
: Date Ku ye. - 
AATU e] + 


Verh Ah Bof ih 
br LISA B. MOWERY, Chief Financial Officer 
Bureau of Sanitation 
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Prepared by: 
Tim Dafeta, HWRP 
(310) 648-5555 


